
 

 

  

 

March 29, 2020 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Mass Intention – Father Paul Mizener 

 

No Mass on Sunday 
However, Communion will be distributed. 

You can come anytime between 10:30 and 11:30, 

to receive communion 
 

Changes to your address, 
email or phone # please call 
Geri at the Church Office at 
252-249-3687 or email: 
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com 

 

     This Sunday's readings focus on graves, the depths and death, but they really 
are about life. We all know people who are old before their time, people whose get-
up-and-go got up and went, and people who act like the living dead. Many reasons 
exist for dispiritedness. And then we know people who are full of energy, who have a 
passion and zest for life, and who in the winter years of life remain ever green, ever 
hopeful, always enchanted with the gift of the moment. They have never lost the 
wonder and playfulness of the inner child who beckons them onward to new 
adventures and new relationships. 
     These types of people have discovered the flow of life, and they move with that 
flow. More importantly, they remain attuned to that inner life-giving spirit that is 
forever renewing all creation even in the midst of mass extinctions, pain and 
suffering associated with global climate crisis. The spirits of our ancestors — human 
and non-human — remain alive in union with that sacred spirit breathed into all 
creation. This sacred spirit wants nothing more than to breathe new life into that 
which is seemingly dying or has already died, if only people are willing to allow the 
stones of their entombed lives to be rolled away. 
     Such is the call heard in the readings from Ezekiel, Paul and John. What are the 
stones in our own lives that need to be rolled away so that graves can become 
pregnant wombs and not tombs, whereby the gasps of death give way to the pangs 
of birth and a full flourishing of life that knows no age limits? 
     The responsorial psalm is one of the penitential psalms of the ancient church. 
This psalm poetically describes the story of someone who is able to rise from the 
depths of anguish caused by sin to the assurance of divine grace and forgiveness. 
The psalm is a celebration of divine compassion, mercy, forgiveness and 
redemption. The weight and oppression of sin that crushes the spirit is never the 
final state. Restoration to the fullness of life is the gift waiting to be given even when 
one is in the deepest of dregs. 
     In sum, today's readings emphasize the spirit's role in our lives. Dare we allow 
the stones that encase and entomb the spirit be rolled away so that the spirit can be 
the life-giving force and transformative energy it is meant to be?  No one is dead 
until they are dead, and life becomes interesting when lived outside the box. 
                Sister Carol J. Dempsey 

Readings for March 29 

Ezekiel 37:12-14 

Psalm 130 

Romans 8:8-11 

John 11:1-45 

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to 

register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality 

in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of 

current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the 

Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have 

any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours.  If you are visiting us 

today, please introduce yourself after Mass! 

MASS CARDS 
Mass Cards are available in 

the Church vestibule on the 

literature rack and the 

Church Office. Please follow 

the instructions found with 

the cards. 

 



Collections Last Sunday 
Offertory $695 

 

THERE IS A NEED FOR Sacristans 
(prepare the altar before Mass), Ushers, 
and Altar Servers. Please call 
Carol Glorioso at 252 249-2404 

     Before everyone woke up to a 
pandemic inconveniently knocking at our 
doors, Christians went about the routine 
business of entering a liturgical season 
defined by suffering and sacrifice. We 
contemplated death with ashy foreheads. 
Read about Jesus social distancing in a 
desert. Grumpily girded ourselves for 
small acts of self-denial. 
 
From David Wagoner's poem "Lost." 
 
Stand still. The trees ahead and bushes 
beside you Are not lost. Wherever you 
are is called Here, And you must treat it 
as a powerful stranger. 
 
Padraig O Tuama, the Irish poet, 
theologian and spiritual retreat director, 
meditates on the poem with words that I 
turn over slowly. "The truth of this poem 
is an old truth," he writes. "There are the 
places you wish to go, there are the 
places you desperately wish you never 
left, there are the places you imagine 
you should be, and there is the place 
called here. ... So, 'Stand still' the poet 
advises. Learn from the things that are 
already in the place where you wish you 
were not.  
     I want to better appreciate how 
extraordinary, even sacred, the ordinary 
can be. Dinner with a friend, hugging my 
kids, the collective buzz of live music, or 
even the small pleasure of sipping coffee 
in a café surrounded by the familiarity of 
strangers are not things to take for 
granted when you're reminded that life is 
fragile and fleeting. Gratitude is a grace. 
 
Taken from an article by John Gehring 
a Catholic program director at Faith in 
Public Life, and author of The Francis 
Effect: A Radical Pope's Challenge to 
the American Catholic Church 

 

Easter will soon be upon us and  
as we endure these challenging circumstances 
let us look joyfully toward the  
Easter season. In an effort to  
brighten our spirits the church  
will be decorated for Easter.   
Although the celebration of the  
risen Lord will be abbreviated  
please make time to visit the  
worship space and give thanks  
for our many blessings.  

 
Enjoy the hydrangeas and lilies 

 April 12 - April 19. 
 

Be well, God bless you, 
Dottie Gallagher 

Prayer list. If you wish to have your name 

or the name of a family member added to 

the list, please e-mail or call 249-3687,  

Geri in the parish office. Names removed 

from the bulletin list, it will be placed on 

the prayer list located in the Chapel. 

We collect aluminum cans to 
recycle. This money goes to the 
upkeep of our cemetery. Leave 
cans in the kitchen in the can 

marked          
“Aluminum Cans” 

Thank you for your continued 

support of our cemetery. 

Daily Mass - Word on Fire 

In an effort to continue the practice of 

our faith in these trying times, we 

invite you to join us online for Mass at: 

https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-
mass/ 

                      Prayer Requests 
                       Please keep all of the men 
                       and women in the armed forces        
                       and our allies who work daily to 
keep us free and those who have returned 
either broken of mind or body in your weekly 

prayers. 
 

 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

Please keep the following parishioners,  
relatives and friends in your prayers  
throughout this week. 
 

Paul Banks   
Bette Brown 
Elizabeth Brown  
Mary Cancel  
Sheila Flaherty  
Dru Foster 
Susan Fromm  
Karen Halloway  
Dot & Peter Hagerman 
Juan Hisada  
Tony Innocenti  
John Moran 
Nancy Norris 
George Pawlikowski  
 

Janine Peterson     
Larry Richardson 
Peggy Richards  
Pamela & Robert Ross 
Michael Sharkey  
Francis "Zack" Swan 
Buddy Street 
Alice Sontag   
Shirley Staab  
John Valassis 
Sigrid Walker  
Nicholas Ward   
Lorraine Weeks 

 Low Gluten Hosts are 

available. 

Please let an usher or the 

sacristan know before mass. 

*** Note Cancellations*** 

 

Sunday and Tuesday Masses are cancelled 
until further notice.  
Tuesday Communion will be offered at 
10:30 
Sunday see above. 
 
Food Truck, Wednesday, April 1 is 
CANCELLED.  
 
The Parish Council Meeting scheduled has 
been rescheduled to Wednesday April 29. 
 

 

Altar Flowers 

We invite you to donate flower arrangements in 
memory of a loved one, to celebrate a birthday, 
anniversary, baptism, or any special occasion or 
church feast. Donations and the occasion will be 
noted in the bulletin and posted in lobby.  
Contact the office 249-3687. 
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No Mass on Sunday 
However,  

Communion will be distributed. 
You are welcome anytime between  

10:30 and 11:30 to receive communion. 

 

Mass Intentions for April 2020 

Date Intention Requested By 

4/5 Anthony Scozzafava Ray & Kathy 
Ruppert 

4/12 Members of the Parish 
(Easter) 

  

4/19 Mary Alice Harmon Alice Sontag 

4/26 Kathy Messina Santa Klotz 

  
Flowers for April 2020 

Date Flowers Requested By 

4/19 Mary Alice Harmon Alice Sontag 

4/26 Edward Harmon Alice Sontag 
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March 29, 2020 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Mass Intention – Father Paul Mizener 

 

No Mass on Sunday's. 
However, we will be having a Communion Service. 

You can come anytime between 10:30 and 11:30, 

to receive communion 
 

Changes to your address, 
email or phone # please call 
Geri at the Church Office at 
252-249-3687 or email: 
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com 

 

     This Sunday's readings focus on graves, the depths and death, but they really 
are about life. We all know people who are old before their time, people whose get-
up-and-go got up and went, and people who act like the living dead. Many reasons 
exist for dispiritedness. And then we know people who are full of energy, who have a 
passion and zest for life, and who in the winter years of life remain ever green, ever 
hopeful, always enchanted with the gift of the moment. They have never lost the 
wonder and playfulness of the inner child who beckons them onward to new 
adventures and new relationships. 
     These types of people have discovered the flow of life, and they move with that 
flow. More importantly, they remain attuned to that inner life-giving spirit that is 
forever renewing all creation even in the midst of mass extinctions, pain and 
suffering associated with global climate crisis. The spirits of our ancestors — human 
and non-human — remain alive in union with that sacred spirit breathed into all 
creation. This sacred spirit wants nothing more than to breathe new life into that 
which is seemingly dying or has already died, if only people are willing to allow the 
stones of their entombed lives to be rolled away. 
     Such is the call heard in the readings from Ezekiel, Paul and John. What are the 
stones in our own lives that need to be rolled away so that graves can become 
pregnant wombs and not tombs, whereby the gasps of death give way to the pangs 
of birth and a full flourishing of life that knows no age limits? 
     The responsorial psalm is one of the penitential psalms of the ancient church. 
This psalm poetically describes the story of someone who is able to rise from the 
depths of anguish caused by sin to the assurance of divine grace and forgiveness. 
The psalm is a celebration of divine compassion, mercy, forgiveness and 
redemption. The weight and oppression of sin that crushes the spirit is never the 
final state. Restoration to the fullness of life is the gift waiting to be given even when 
one is in the deepest of dregs. 
     In sum, today's readings emphasize the spirit's role in our lives. Dare we allow 
the stones that encase and entomb the spirit be rolled away so that the spirit can be 
the life-giving force and transformative energy it is meant to be?  No one is dead 
until they are dead, and life becomes interesting when lived outside the box. 
                Sister Carol J. Dempsey 

Readings for March 29 

Ezekiel 37:12-14 

Psalm 130 

Romans 8:8-11 

John 11:1-45 

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to 

register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality 

in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of 

current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the 

Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have 

any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours.  If you are visiting us 

today, please introduce yourself after Mass! 

MASS CARDS 
Mass Cards are available in 

the Church vestibule on the 

literature rack and the 

Church Office. Please follow 

the instructions found with 

the cards. 
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